cean of Affection






Assessment of life events of Pujyapaad Gurudev

Acharya Bhagwant Shrimad Vijay Omkar Surishwarji Maharaja

Author : Acharya Yashovijaysuri
Translator : Muni Maitribhav Vijayji MS



Qty. : 1000

Publishing Year : V. 8. 2071 / C. E. 2015

Available at :
1) SEVANTILAL A. MEHTA

4-D, Siddhagiri Apartment, Athvalines, Surat.
Phone : 2266 7511 / 98241 52727

E-mail : omkarsuri@rediffmail.com
mehta_sevantilal@yahoo.co.in

2) JIGARBHAI VADECHA

101, Sri Bhuvan, 289,
S. V. P. Road, Mumbai - 400 004.
Phone : 93231 76315 / 2361 0791

3) ACHARYA SHREE OMKARSURI ARADHANA BHAVAN

Vaav Panthak Vadi, Dasha Porwad Society, Paladi,
Ahmedabad - 7. (Sureshbhai K. Mehta)
Phone : 94293 55953 / 2658 0053

4) SHREE PARSHWA BHADRA DHAM
Near Gayatri Mandir, Radhanpur Cross Road,
Radhanpur - Mehsana Highway, Radhanpur.
Phone : 94087 88988 | 0274-6275915



Tife Yourney
of Pujyapaad Gurudevshree
Important Avenues

Date of Birth : V.S. 1979 Aaso Sud 13, Zinzuwada

Date of Initiation : V.5. 1990 Maha Sud 10, Zinzuwada

Date of Badi Diksha : V.S. 1990 Ashadh Sud 11, Juna Deesa

Date of Conferment of Gani Title : V.S. 2006 Magsar Sud 5, Radhanpur
Date of Conferment of Panyas Title : V.S. 2006 Magsar Sud 6, Radhanpur
Date of Conferment of Acharya Title: V.S. 2010 Maha Sud 1, Mehsana
Left his Mortal Body on : V.S. 2044 Vaishakh Sud 5, Ahmedabad

Diksha Conferred By : His Holiness Dada Gurudev
Acharya Shrimad Vijay Bhadrasurishwarji Maharaja

Gurudev : His Holiness Shree Vilas Vijayji Maharaja
Mother : Kankuben
Father : Ishwarlalbhai (Pu. Vilasvijay Maharaja)

Born as : Chinubhai
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His Holiness Param Pujya “Bhakti Yogacharya®

Aacharya Yashovijay Suri Maharaj

His Holiness Param Pujya “Shastra Sanshodhak”

Aacharya Munichandra Suri Maharaj
His Holiness Param Pujya “Swadhay Premi”

Aacharya Rajpunya Suri Maharaj

His Holiness Param Pujya “Pravachan Prabhavak”

Aacharya Bhagyesh Vijay Suri Maharaj
His Holiness Param Pujya
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We have seen the profound life
influence of Pu. Gurudev (Pu. Ach. Shri
Omkarsuri M §) and also his influential
persona with his sharp intelligence.

Let’s see an example of his devotion and
dedication to God and his Guru (Dada
Gurudev Pu. Ach. Shri Bhadrasuri m.s.)

This event took place in the Phagun
month’® of the year 2013 of the Vikram
Samvat (V.S.) Calendar. At that time, Dada
Gurudev and Pujya Gurudev Shri were
staying at Zinzuwada with other Jain Monks.

The devotees of the Zinzuwada Sangh
had a strong wish that Pujya Gurudev
Shri should stay for Chaturmas in
Zinzuwada. Many other Sanghs had also
approached and requested Dada Gurudev
for Chaturmas at their respective places.
But, he would deny their request and
would say, “We will see”

Pujya Gurudev Omkar Surijis
dedication towards his Guru (Master)
was so deep, that he never questioned or
wondered that even when Phagun month
is going on, why Dada Gurudev is still not
deciding on a place for Chaturmas.

A shishya (disciple) is like a blank slate.
He dedicates himself entirely to Guru’s
command. Whatever be the Guru’s wish
and his words the disciple accepts it gladly
and does as is bid to him by his Guru.

In the beginning of the month of
Chaitra?, the members of the Junadeesa
Jain Sangha came to request Dada
Gurudev for Chaturmas at Junadeesa.

On hearing their request, Sahebji
said, “Call Omkarvijay” (Dada
Gurudev always addressed Gurudev
as Ombkarvijay, he never called
him Omkarsuri. Thus, when Dada
Gurudev passed away (kaldharma),
Gurudev said, “Now who will call me
Ombkarvijay?”).

When Gurudev came, Dada
Gurudev said, “Ombkarvijay, the
Shree Sangha of Junadeesa has come
to invite us for Chaturmas, reply
them in the affirmative. On hearing
Yes' from Gurudev, Junadeesa Shree
Sangha rejoiced and chanted Tal’

Through this incidence, we
can see the devotion, dedication
and reverence to his Guru which
he observed for all his life.

Gurudev had once said that
Gurukripa is my Vidya Datri,
Saadhana Datri and Shakti
Datri. This means that through
Gurus grace and blessings,
he (Gurudev) acquires his
knowledge, spiritual study and
practice, and strength.

l. 5th month according to Gujarati Calendar.
2. 6th month according to Gujarati Calendar.



It is indeed a wonderful experience and a great fortune
to see God in the moist eyes of Gurudev.

@INC EPISODEo FROM THEo HALLS OF HISTORYO ;

Once upon a time a Sadhak' approached Gurudev to learn Brahma Vidya®. Before
imparting the knowledge, Gurudev wanted to test him. He asked him that you have crossed
the entire city and come to this ashram to seek knowledge; so what did you see in the city. Very
politely the Sadhak replied, “Gurudev, I saw idols of clay running and toiling for clay™.

Gurudev liked his answer, but still wanted to test him further. Gurudev was curious to find
out, for someone who termed others as idols of clay what does he term himself. So he asked
another question, “What is happening in this room currently?” Humbly the Sadhak replied,
“An idol of clay is sitting near Gurudev to gain the sweet nectar of Wisdom®. Guru got pleased
with his answer and he started imparting him the lessons of Brahma Vidya.

A Guru is capable enough to determine the potential of a disciple by reading his face. Same

was true in the above case, yet, to test the disciple and teach a lesson to others, they resort to
such tricks and techniques.

1. Seeker of spiritual knowledge. 2. Divine Knowledge, essentially it means the knowledge of the absolute.
3. Figurative for people running and struggling for money. 4. Here Wisdom in the form of Brahma Vidya.
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It was in the vear 1994 of
Vikram Samvat, when Pujvapad
Gurudev, Shri Ombkarvijay was a
Balmuni (child monk) of merely 14
vears. He read Kalpasutra' (with the
Subodhika Tika - Sanskrit version).
His oratorical skills and the ease of
explaining the Sankskrit Shlokas
in simple Gujarati, left the listeners
spellbound.

After  the completion of
Chaturmas, Gurudev met Pandit
Shri Kantivijayji Maharaj in the Patan
city. Pu. Shri Kantivijayji Maharaj
was aware of Gurudev’s Kalpa Sutra
reading skills (The fame having
reached Kantivijayji owing to some of
the listeners). Panditji asked Balmuni
{Gurudev), "You must have read
Kalpasuta Khimshahi (the abridged
Gujarati version of the Kalpa Sutra).

To this, the 14 year old Balmuni
replied, “No, Panditji I read
Kalpasutra Subodhika. On hearing
this Panditji was amazed. He asked,
“How is it possible?” To this Balmuni
humbly replied, “It was not I who
read it; so it doesn't matter whether
I could or couldnt read it skillfully.
Dada Gurdev gave aagnva (bid me)
to do it. I simply bowed at his Holy
feet and he gave me his blessings
which enabled me to read.

God is like the rain cloud
and the heart of Sadhak is
like parched earth. Sadguru
unearths the unfertile soil (in
the form of ego) and digs a
pit which eventually gets filled
by the blessings of God and

becomes a lake.

People say that I read Kalpasutra
Subodhika. I say that I was able to
do it because of Guru Kripa (guru’s
blessings). This is my Sadgurus
Shaktipat (transfer of strengths and
power through blessings).

Panditji was very impressed with
this answer. But he was still curious
and wanted to hear Balmunis
reading. So, he asked for the
Kalpasutra Subodhika to be brought
from the library. He selected some
difficult passages and gave them to
Balmuni to read. Balmuni chanted
the name of his Gurudev and started
fluently reading and then translating
those passages.

Panditji was extremely pleased
at this and said to Gurudev, that
you have successfully received your
Gurudev’s blessings. He himself
blessed Gurudev and said, “May you
move ahead and attain even more.”

1. The Kalpa Sitra (Sanskrit : Fo0HH) is a Jain text
containing the biographies of the Jain Tirthankaras.
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One day a disciple came to Upashray' and requested Gurudev to give him diksha®.

Gurudev asked him to clean the Upashray. Gurudev’s command became the
purpose of that disciples life. He took up a broom and started cleaning the Upsharay.
Every morning he used to come, bow to the Gurudev, would listen to his discourse and
during rest of the day he would continue to clean the Upashray.

Owing to some physical circumstances Gurudev could not do Vihar® and so he
had to stay at the same place. But he would keep changing his room in the Upashray &
thereby follow Navkalp Vihar and abide by the Prabhu agnya*.

The disciple kept on continuing this daily routine for days which eventually turned
into years. In this way 12 years passed. On the eve of the 13th year, Gurudev lovingly
asked the disciple, “What are you doing?” The disciple very enthusiastically and
reverentially answered, “Gurudev, you had once asked me to remove the dirt from the
Upashray and keep it clean. I am simply obeying your words and while doing so I am
enjoying the task you assigned to me”.

Gurudev was very happy to hear this answer. He said, “Relax, You have successfully
cleared the dirt that has accumulated over the many births that your soul has lived. Your
soul is now purified and free from all vices” The dust/dirt (Agyan®) accumulated over many
births which is tangled with our soul can be purified by Guru Kripa (Blessings of the Guru).

1. Abode of the Sadhus. 2. Diksha is spiritual renunciation of all personal possessions, family ties and wordly duties. It also
involves undertaking a vow of celibacy, and entering the monastic order. It also encompasses following a path of spiritual
learning, working towards self enlightenment and enlightening others. 3. Jain monks never stay back at one place for long
periods of time except during Chaturmas. This journey that they make continuously is called Vihar. 4. Literally agnya means
command or summeoning. Here it can be understood as commandment. 5. Agyan is the opposite of Gyan. Roughly gyan can be
understood as knowledge im English. In Sanskrit, Gyan encompasses a much wider scope as compared to its English equivalent.
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Through this incident we get to
understand Gurudev’s complete submission
to his Guruji’s command. Similarly we should
also whole heartedly accept and apply Guru’s
command to us. Because, no matter how
difficult the task, with Guruji’s blessings even
the impossible becomes possible. We are
simply a medium to accomplish the Guruji’s
instructed task and it is with his power that
the task gets accomplished.

Thisis the generosity of Sadguru, that they
get their work done by the student and yet he
isn't burdened with the onus of “doership”.

Student becomes burdenless as Guru is
always burdenless.

Pujya AnandGhanji Maharaj had once
quoted, ‘Guru Nirantar Khela. He means
here that Guru is filled with Joyful Spirit of
happiness of his souls’ equanimity. Thus, A
Guru always maintains a playful spirit and
never experiences any burden of his duties
and his actions.

Tavayan Sevana (Guru Vachan Seva) is
the purpose of the student’s life. A student
should have complete faith in Gurus Vachan
(Words).

Devotees many a times recite this,
AR, FHBTIATEAT
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With the help of knowledge Guru helps
open the eyes of the student. These eyes are the

Inner eyes of Faith. With these eyes a devotee
(student) should worship God and his Guru.

1. Chaturmas is a holy period of four months which commences in the start of the Ashadh month and ends at the end of Kartik month. In
Jainism it is believed that during the rainy season, countless bugs, insects and tiny creatures that cannot be seen with the naked eye would
be produced massively. Therefore, these monks reduce the amount of harm they do to other creatures so they opt to stay in a village for
the four months to incur minimal harm to other lives. Pravesh is the period just before the beginning of the Chaturmas when the monks
stay at one place for the next 4 months. 2. Paatis a wooden platform. Jain monks sit on this platform and give discourses to the lay people.
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Muni Mahayash Vijayji took
diksha (renunciation) at the very
tender age of 10.

Pujyapad Gurudev; undertook the
task of imparting spiritual teachings to
him and asked him to memorize 5 gathas
(stanzas) every morning before sitting
for Navkarshi'. Till such time that you
don’t memorize 5 stanzas you are not
allowed to consume your breakfast.

Y 4

Young Muni started to regularly
memorize these gathas and ensured
that they are perfect.

But one day, the young Muni
thought that since Gurudev was very
kind and gentle, he wouldn't mind if
today he didn't memorize his gathas.

Gurudev took a note of this and
summoned him, “Mahayash, give me
the gathas that yvou have memorized.”
But, Mahayash M.S? had not
memorized the gathas so what would
he give? He got nervous and afraid.

He confessed to Gurudev that he
had not prepared any gathas, but that
he would definitely do them later in
the day. But Gurudev did not agree to
this. He very firmly asked Mahayash
M.S. to prepare the gathas first and
only then sit for breakfast.

Sensing  the firmness in
Gurudev’s words, Mahayash M.S.
began memorizing his stanzas. After
some 30-45 minutes he was done
with learning them. He recited them
to Gurudew.

After this, Gurudev not only
gave him permission (Pachchakaan)
for breakfast but also accompanied
him to Gochari Mandli®, and lovingly
served and fed him with his own
hands.

Through this incident, one can
see a heart which is stronger than
vajra but in compassion, softer than a
flower. Such was the heart of Gurudev.

1. Mavkarshi means breakfast. It is basically taken
48 minutes after sunrise. Before that no food or
water is consumed. 2. M.S. is abbreviated version
for Maharaj Saheb a reverential term used for Jain
monks. 3. Gochari Mandli is the place where the
monks eat their food.



This is an event from the life of Shree Yogeshwar that 1 recollect. Shree Yogeshwar is the author
of the book — ‘An Autobiography of a Yogi.

He used to do his Sadhana and Adhyayan (spiritual studies) under the guidance of Guru
Yukteshwar. He started feeling that his progress in studies was going very slow. He wanted a quicker
method to climb the spiritual ladder faster and attain success.

One night, he left the monastery without informing anyone. He reached another monastery
and stayed there. But even there he wasn't satisfied. He left that place too and went to a monastery
of another Guru. Even there he wasn't satisfied. Only then did he realize that he was better off at
his own Guru's ashram. He returned back to his Guru's ashram and started his study routine there.
Guru started teaching him again with the same fervour and said nothing to him. He taught with
the same love as earlier:

One day Shree Yogeshwar asked his Guru, “Why didr't you reprimand me?” To this Gurui
replied, “My river of compassion knows no bounds.” This episode reminds us of the endless love
and compassion that a Guru holds for his students.

10



11

i T

GURUDE\@ ASK[NG9(§AATA9 (INQUIRING®
ABOU]OTHEQ WELFARE OF@ADAQ GURUDE\(O

>







13

Pujyapad Gurudev used to talk about the brilliant intelligence ot Pandit Chotalalji and
Pandit Varshanandji. Both these Pandits have taught Gurudev.

Pandit Chotalalji could effortlessly and without any mistakes recite Panini' Vyakaran
(a type of Sanskrit Grammar) in Anulom® and Pratilom® manner.

From such capable teachers Gurudev had studied Siddhahem Vyakaran (a type of Sanskrit
Grammar). Gurudev himselt possessed a very sharp memory. Acharya® Shri Munichandra
Vijvaji (who at that time was still a Muni) describes Gurudev’s sharp memory in the event below:

“It was the year Vikram Samvad 2024, the second year of my renunciation. Gurudev
was teaching me Siddhahem. It would have been some 30 yvears earlier that Gurudev must
have learnt it. [ was astonished that having learnt this so many vears ago, Gurudev was
still able to recite it flawlessly. While explaining, Gurudev was able to speak all the suthxes
and prefixes fluently. I kept on turning the pages. I asked him then : 'how are you able to
remember all this so well after so many vears'.

Gurudev replied : 'Knowledge is best when memorized'.
There is a beautiful proverb in Gujarati - 'Garath Ganthe ane Vidya Pathe'. It means
that money is useful only when it is in our hands and similarly knowledge when memorized

is useful.” oy
Rt

This incident is true not only for bookish and worldly knowledge but also for spiritual

knowledge too. This, Gurudev lived in his own life — He attained self realization through

experience.

1. Panini was a Sanskrit Grammarian. He is known for framing the Sanskrit Grammar and formulating the 3959 rules.
2. Anulom - From first line to last line i.e. Forward. 3. Pratilom - From last line to first line i.e. Backwards. 4. Acharya is the
highest leader of a Jain order. They are the final authority in the monastic order and have the authority to ordain new monks.
They are worshipped by Jain monks and laymen.
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Kathopanishad says : TR e o, =1 HemT, 7 9gT1 4. “Nayamatma Pravachanen
Labhya. Na Medhaya, Na Bahuna Shrutena.”

Self realization of soul cannot be attained by listening to lectures/discourses, nor can it be
gained by intellect, nor by reading spiritual books. 1t can be attained only by experience.

Once, a Guru asked his scholary disciple, “What do you know about the soul (Aatma Tatva).”

The disciple spoke about the soul nonstop for over an hour. But Guru observed that they were

Guru asked him, “Can you satisfy your hunger by just visualizing the picture of bhakari'?
You have only the picture of Bhakari (Soul), not the Bhakari itself.
himself:

1. Bhakari means Indian bread.

14
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This is an episode of how Aacharya Bhagyesh Suri M.S. experienced the endless
love of Gurudev. Here is an account in Aacharya's own words.

In the year Vikram Samvad 2030, I went to Bhoyani tirth and participated in
the Upadhan Tap (a form of fast). I joined as a tapasvi.

During the fasting days, [ started crying before the Ayambil' day arrived. Pujya
Gurudev asked me, “Why are vou crying?” I replied, T can't do Ayambil tap. On
seeing the Avambil food, I feel like vomiting.” Gurudev lovingly consoled me. He
said, “This is such a small matter, why are you crving? Come, don't crv. Wipe your
tears and don't worry.”

On the day of Ayambil, Gurudev sat besides me and made me eat the Ayambil
food. It was a fantastic experience that made me realise his pure love.

Even today, whenever I recollect that incident, my heart is filled with joy.

Great Jain religious leader Pujvapad Haribhadra Suri Maharaj says, “Ha Anaha
Kaham Hunta. Jai Na Hunto Jinogamo.” But I say, “Ha Anaha Kaham Hunta, Jai Na Hunto
Gurudev.” (This means that what would have been my condition without Gurudev.)

Only Gurudev had the skill to impart gyan (knowledge) with infinite love. He
used to explain even the most difficult of topics with love and great ease.

1. Ayambil : Eating food once in one sitting. The food contains only cereals and pulses not sprouted and it is spice free and
boiled or cooked, without Salt, mills, curds, ghee, oil, oil seeds, or green/raw vegetables, fruits and sugar and its products.
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A great Buddhist monk named Bodhi Dharma once went to a
monastery in China. He sat thcrc_.fhcing towards a wall.

One (l'a}-' a t{Lsciple came to u-‘c-r:‘-:[n;'.\ him. He |'L"qucs;[m' in a voice
filled with pain, “Guruji, please look at me.” Guruji realised the potential
in the disciple and asked him, “It took me less than 5 seconds to look at
you. But, when will you turn to me?”

Gurudev e.‘qfr[a[nc{'l in such a h‘u-'[ng way, that the (fiscip[c at the very
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moment surrendered in the lotus feet of Sadguru.
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Muni Jambuvijayji M.S. with Pujya Gurudev Shree
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REATO MEN.... UNFAZED BYO

[RCUMSTANCES / “[VENTS

Pujyapad Pravartak Jayananand
Vijay M.S. worshipped and served
Gurudev till his last breath,

He has narrated many events in
Gurudev’s life, which are unfamiliar
to others. This is a description of one
such event.

In Zinzuwada' Upashray there
was an idol of Manibhadra Veer’.
The Upashray was old and in need of
renovation. The Sangha decided to do
a complete overhaul of the Upashray
starting from the foundation itself.
When the renovation work began, a
few devotees requested that the place
where Manibhadras idol was kept
be left intact and that the idol not be
relocated.

Thus, the Upashray gotcompleted
without making any changes to the
Manibhadra Veer idol’s abode.

A few days after the Upashray
got completed, Gurudev came in
Zinzuwada. He saw the new look of
the Upashray and asked, "Why is the
wall which houses Manibhadra Veer
Ji's idol not newly made?” Sangha's
leader replied that some of the
devotees had requested not to make
changes to the said wall.

Pujya Gurudev called upon
those devotees who were against
making changes to the wall. He

asked them : “Do you think, it is

X
%}p

appropriate to renovate the Upashray but
keep Manibhadra Veerji in an old decayed
place?”

Devotees were convinced by this, but
they asked, “Guruji, how can we do the
Uthapan (taking the idol from its current
place and establishing it in a new place)?
Would that not amount to disrespecting
the idol?” Guruji said, “Manibhadra Veerji
is a Dev devoted to Jain Shashan, and we
aren't trying to disrespect him by replacing
his idol. Instead we are going to keep this
idol in a new place, so that we can make
a beautiful devkulika (abode for the idol)
made of intricate mirror work.

Devotees agreed to this. But again a
question arose, who will move the idol?
Gurudev said that moving the idol was his
responsibility. Devotees agreed to this and
on an auspicious muhurta® the idol was
moved to a new place.

This incident indicates that Gurudev
was unmoved by external circumstances;
but he was completely devoted to God’s
service. Many such events illustrate his
devotion to his duty yet he was never
burdened by them. This is his ultimate
affection and devotion to God.

Sadguru is always burden free.
The person who has God

in his heart, never experiences
any burden.

1. Zinzuwada is a village located in Surendranagar district of Gujarat. This village is the birth place of Gurudeve.
2. Manibhadra is one of yaksha (a demigod). 3. Muhurta denotes a division of time: a period of 48 minutes.
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Once, Subhash Chandra Bose was giving lecture to a huge audience. Suddenly
someone hurled a shoe in his direction. The shoe fell near his feet.

A normal person would have got affected by such an act. But, Subhashji’s remained
unfazed, and continued with his speech. He calmly lifted the shoe and addressed the
audience, “This shoe is far superior to that which 1 have womn. 1 would request the gentleman
who has thrown this shoe to also throw his other shoe, as having one shoe is quite useless.
Thereby, | can use this new pair of shoes and do away with my old worn out pair.

This example il[ustratesthsartqunahhgunfazedbyhddenm
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In Radhanpur, Pandit Hargovandas was teaching Bhruhat Sangrani to Gurudev. The
topic that was being taught at that time was the construction of Vaymanik' Dev Vimanas.

Panditji was teaching this topic to the best of his knowledge. But Gurudev was also
sagacious. Gurudev kept on discussing the topic till such time that he didn’t understand. He
made some valid arguments to Panditji. Panditji told him, “Saheb, I accept your arguments
but I don’t have another explanation. I have taught this topic to many students, but none of
them have asked such questions. Also, this question has never occured to me but today after
listening to your arguments, I feel , I must study this topic more’.

On that very night, Gurudev saw a dream. In that dream, he saw a deity. The deity said
to him, “Do You want to see the arrangement of our Dev Vimana? Come, I will show it to
you". In the dream, Gurudev went with the deity and he saw the structure of Dev Vimana
and its arrangement.

Next day, Panditji approached Gurudev and told him that he wasn'’t able to sleep the
entire night. He spent the entire time analysing, yet he wasn’t able to get a satisfactory answer
to his arguments. To this, Gurudev, explained the arrangement as he had seen in the dream.
He told : “This arrangement agrees with our arguments and satisfies them completely”

On this, Panditji was astonished, he exclaimed, “Wow! Excellent! How did you get this
answer?” Gurudev then, explained the dream he had the prior night.

Panditji commented on hearing the dream that, “Definitely, the deity you saw in your
dream, must have been a friend of yours from a previous birth, who came in your dream to

clear your doubts.”

1. According to Jain and Hindu scriptures Vaymanik devs are a class of deities that are said to reside in the Urdhva Loka
heavens. Vaymanik means those that dwell in Vimanas - flying palaces, chariots or aerodynamic flying vehicles.
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Once a retired judge of ndia approached Acharya Ratnasundar Suri M.S. and
told him that he believed that God has [nspirm' him to give the benchmark verdict
regarding Indian Culture.

Acharya ]i asked him, “What makes you think so?”

The judge replied, “Today, when 1 read the verdict, 1 realise that 1 do not have
the wisdom to impart such averdict. 1t is the power and will oj'(‘.oa' that has used me

as a channel. Acharya Ji was pleased to hear this answer.

Faith begins, where reasoning ends.

=9
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In the vear 2 7S, Gurudev
started experiencing trouble while
walking. Even if he would walk

The doctors advised him to
erated. But Gurudev did not agree
1is and he firmly refused to get

operated. Gurudev had an iron will

after completing
t Shree
Gurudev

route fo

During wvihar from Junadeesa,
Gurudev went to the shrine of
Shrimad Viyay Bhadrasurishwar Ji
and he bowed down humbly at his
holy feet. At the moment he bowed
down to worship, the pain in his
backbone vanished. It was the 11 day
of Jeth (3rd month according to the
Hindu ) in the full moon
cycle of year 2034 VS,

To the astonishment of devotees
and disciples alike, Gurudev could

< without any

problems. He who had to take rest after

without taking any
1 1g any pain too.
Bowing dow
healed him miraculously fror
the pain. When you truly surrender

vourself to the Guru, vou can feel his

divine presence in the form of hislove
and blessings. This is what Gurudev
experienced in his entire life.

Higher the faith, more the
blessings you receive. This incident is
a shining example of how Guru’s grace
descends upon a disciple on the back
of his unswerving faith.

1. Pratishta literally means figurative establishment/
representation of a person or a thing in some form
be it a image, idol, etc. Pratistha ceremony or the
Prana Pratishta ceremony is the Hindu and Jain
theological term for a rite or ceremony by which a
deity is infused or brought to inhabit a murti or icon
of that deity. Whenever a new temple is constructed
or an old is being renovated, this ceremony is held
and it is celebrated with great splendour. 2. Shree
Shantinath was the 16th Tirthankar of the present
age. 3. Madka in Vaav Taluka is a place in Gujarat.
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Once, Gurudev was in Sirohi' for Chaturmas, when Dr. C.K. Vora came to
seek his blessings. He had come along with his vounger brother Dineshchandra.

The doctor inquired about Gurudev’s health and suggested medicines and
treatment accordingly. When he was about to leave, he asked Gurudev to bless
him with Vasakhkshep®. Gurudev took the pouch containing the Vasakhkshep
to bless him.

At that moment, Dineshchandra prayed, “Please give us blessings with the
same Vasakhkshep that you use to bless devotees of Vav Pradesh and Deesa
regions”.

Gurudev laughed on hearing this and told him that he had only one pouch.
I was present at the time and clarified to Dinesh that Gurudevs Vasakhkshep
was the same. But the devotees of Vaav and Deesa regions were receptive to
Gurudev’s blessings due to their intense faith and devotion towards Gurudev.

The blessings of Gurudev gets multiplied with the devotees devotion.

I also added, Dinesh, vou too must revere Gurudev and must receive his
blessings with deep faith.

1. Sirohi is a place in Rajasthan.

2. Vasakhkshep is Chandan powder with which the monks bless the devotees who come to visit them.




Nothing but the Grace
of Guru can lead to
Self-realization...

BLIMPSES OFROM THEo PASO i1
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In Vikram Samvad 2044, Param Pujya Aacharyva Hemratna Suri M.S.
staved with Aacharya Gurudev at Mr. Vadibhai's (originally of Vaav region)
bungalow situated at Paldi', Ahmedabad. They stayed there for a month.
During this period, he had experienced the affection and blessings of Gurudev.

Here is a description in Aacharya Hemratna Suri’s own words —

I asked Gurudev : Sahebji, where do you plan to go after Chaturmas?
Gurudev said that he wanted to go for a pilgrimage to Sammetshikhar®.

I was happy to hear this and [ said, “That’s very good. Right now there
is some renovation and construction work pending in some 2-4 temples. If
you will be there, then this work can be recommenced and completed in your
presence. Pratishtha of the idols can also be done by your divine hands”

To this Gurudev replied, “You are very smart. You don't want to come and
hence you are entrusting me with all this work. Tell me, will you accompany
us, if the Sangha® decides to go to Sammetshikhar?”

Captivated by this affection shown by Gurudev. T said : “If there is a
sangha under your guardianship. I will certainly come.”

While residing at the bungalow in Paldi, Panyas Shri Shilchandra Vijayji
M S and Panvas Shri Pradyumna Vijayji M S went to meet Gurudev. During
the conversation, Gurudev wanted a pen to jot down something. He checked
his bag, but he did not find his pen.

Gurudev immediately said, “Just check near Yashovijay's asana®, you will
find it there. It is his habit that whatever thing he takes, he forgets to return it.
It anything is missing in the Upashray, it is typically found near Yashovijay's
asana.”

Reflected in the above words of Gurudev, is his profound love for his
student. Just like a mother takes note of the mistakes of ones children,
Gurudev used to take note of his students. Such incidents demonstrate
Gurudev’s mother like affection for his students by way of his words,

1. Paldi is an affluent area located in South Western Ahmedabad, India. 2. Sammetshikhar is a Jain
pilgrimage site where 20 of the 24 Tirthankars have attained Nirvana. 3. Sangha - A religious group
comprising of Sadhu, Sadhavi, Shravaka and Shravika. 4. Seat of the monk.




& JOURNEYING® THROUGH, GHISTORYO

Once, Guru asked an ascetic, “Who are you?” (Bear in mind; Gurudev is not
asking him his name.)

The ascetic replied, “ am Jotan”  Jotan being his name).

With great affection, Gurudev replied, “10 years back when you had come to visit
me, even then, you were Jotan; and today also you are Jotan. Then what about your
nameless experience (experiencing the nameless soul).

On hearing this, the ascetic realized that, “He is not Jotan, but he is pure soul.”

Thus, Gurudev was able to remove the materialistic barriers in the mind of the
ascetic with his affection.
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RESPECTING OFRUDITION®

In order to teach Balmuni Omkar Vijayji M S, very learned
scholars such as Pandit Varshanandji and Pandit Chotalalji had come
from Bihar.

Once, it so happened, that Gurudev was the only one who was
studying under them. He used to learn for 5 to 6 hours and would
memorize everything by next day. The next day, when Panditji used
to ask, he would narrate it perfectly. Panditji was pleased with his
sincerity and dedication.

Once, a Panditji had come to teach Gurudev for a duration of 6
months. He prepared the syllabus accordingly. But his grasping power
was so powerful that he completed the 6 months syllabus in two and
a half months. Dada Gurudev had to leave around this time for some
function. So, the Sangha members thought of sending the Panditji
back home.

One day, some leading members of the sungha were in a meeting
with Dada Gurudev when the Panditji also came. Dada Gurudev asked
Panditji, “How is your student Panditji?”

Panditji replied, “He is very intelligent” And he jokingly added
that, “It will be a loss for me, because he has completed his 6 months
course in 2 and % months only and so now I will get the salary of 2 and
4 months only”

Generous leaders of the Sangha said, “We have witnessed your
efforts and dedication in teaching Balmuni so we would like to give
not only your entire salary of 6 months but also a reward for your
dedication. Kindly accept it.

LA
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in Ahmedabad,
Mahotsav! in the
.e. some 65 — 70
. 4 such ceremonies
were held rarely.

Balmuni Omkar Vijay wanted to attend
the Pratishtha Maho ith his childlike
authority he asked Dada Gurudev : "Let us
go to Ahmedabad and attend the function.
And we have also received various requests
for Chaturmas in Ahmedabad. So, we can
do our chaturmas there."

When narrating this incident, Gurudev
said that it was the first and last time in his
lite he had expressed his desire to Gurudev.
s in a disci

There is no scope for desi

lite; Guru's command shapes the life of
Disciple. A disciple never asks questions.
nor does he crave for anything.

Dada Gurudev patiently listened to
Balmuni’s request and he then lovingly kept
his hand on Balmunis head and smiled.
At that time, he did not sav a si
After some days, they
for Chaturmas from a small village from
Banaskantha district. Gurudev accepted this
request.

Thus, Balmuni's desire remained
unfulfilled. But Dada Gurudev was far-
sighted and could foresee the events of
future. Balmuni did not know this then. But

the events that unfolded in the future helped
him realise this.

After the Chaturmas, various Munis came
from different places like Shankheswar and
other neighbouring regions of Ahmedabad.
Balmuni very eagerly asked them the highlights
of the Anjan Shalaka ceremony. They narrated
it to him, but also told him about the troubles
they experienced while in Ahmedabad.

Balmuni was surprised to hear this and
asked : "What troubles?" They said : "Have you
not heard about them?" They then informed
him that riots had broken out. Because of this
they had to collect Gochari from few houses
located in close vicinity of the Upashray.
Morever, due to the curfew rules, people
could not come to the Upashray for their daily
prayers and rituals. Their own movement too
was restricted to the area and Upashray where
they had stayed.

They then added that after coming to
North Gujarat, they felt much more relived as
they could walk in the open air. At this time,
Balmuni realized how far-sighted Gurudev
was. And he decided to live by the rule of
“Tavvayan sewana’ and never doubt Guru’s
words - “Aagya Guruna Avicharniya’”

Here I would like to quote words from
the book ‘Gurutatva Vinischay’ - “Guruanaye

Mukha”. To obey Guru’s words is to be on the
path of Moksha (salvation).

1. Anjan Shalaka ceremony is the part of the Panch Kalyanak Pratishtha ceremony which consecrates one or more Jain
Tirthankar idols. The name Anjan Shalaka is given to the ceremony of decorating the eyes of idols of Tirthankars with
collyrium made of many special substances using in the process a gold-stick. 2. Jain ascetics do not cook their food, do
not get it prepared for them, and do not accept any food which was prepared for them. They go to different householders
that are Jains or vegetarians and receive a little food from each house. This practice is called Gochari. 3. Obeying and
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accepting Guru’s command whole heartedly.



Once upon a time, a Shishya (disciple)
went to collect Gochari a_]tc. la;ang his
Gurus permission. Gurudev asked him to
bring a knife. Shishya readlily accepted this
and said Tahatti (“Yes”).

After collecting the Gochari, Shishya
returned to Upashm}f and gave the k n[f3 0
Gurudev. Gurudev asked him to | keep il in

cupboard. They then fmished the Gochari
and completed their datl}f rituals. Gurudev
macle no mention of the [:n'l_f'c again, nor did
the Shishya ask anything about it.

1t was a uﬂic!! moon nighi: the monn[ighl
brightened the Upashray. Gurudev woke up
at 120 clock in the midnight, and opened the
cupboard and retrieved the |en@_|”e. He came

near the SliLshj,-'a:e bed, and he bent down;

] ] i
but '\HL. LlL’I’l‘, L[’l [i‘l-'ll|l3 sli U“t({ fmm fis .JI’[UI

and Ic” to the gmm.d the noise nI which woke

up the Shishya. S

hishya on seeing that it was

~ H sl
Luruaey, L“I_L'\SU[{ al'llS eyes, withoul a WOrry.

Guru opened the knife and slit one of

the veins of Shishya. Blood cozed out from
the cut. He collected it in a cup and then

used some medicines to stop the further

flow of the blood.

Next day morning, when the disciple
woke up, he went and bowed to Gurudev.
Gurudev asked him “What |'1;1'p'rmncd
yeslerday night?” Shishya wasn't curious to
kenow what took place.

Then Gurudev told him that through
his Jz'nma-'[edgc he had realised that a snake
who was a past births' enemy of Shishya
would come at midnight to harm him. To
save his disciple, Gurudev conceived an
idea. He inflicted a small cut to the Shishya
and collected a small quantity of his blood
and ke ept it i a cup such that it would be
on the snake’s path. Snake drank that blood
and his animosity subsided. He went away
and thus the [[mtrrh was saved.
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¢‘{§ GURUDEV'S AFFECTION® : DEVOTEE'S DEVOTION® §}%

Once, Gurudev visited Sanwal (a place
in Vaav district, Gujarat). The joy of devotees
knew no bounds and they walked some 3-4
kilometres to welcome and receive him. The
women carried Kalash (auspicious pitcher -
considered a holy symbol in India) on their
heads.

After arriving in the village and worshipping
in the temple, Gurudev took his seat in the
Upashray and started with his spiritual discourses.
Both Jains and Hindu devotees were listening
with deep interest. Gurudev’s simple, captivating
and heart warming discoverse touched the
spiritual chord of the listeners. As soon as the
discourse was over, the leader of the Sangha made
an announcement : "At 9 am tomorrow, Gurudev
will deliver discourse’.

Gurudev smiled and told the Sangha
leader : You could have atleast asked me if we
will be here tomorrow. Only if we are here, we
can have a discourse tomorrow.

The leader interrupted Gurudev and told
him : “Gurudev ! you arrived just today, so, we
deserve atleast on more day." Gurudev agreed.

Next day after the discourse, the Sangha
leader approached Gurudev. He had brought
along another person with him. He asked
Gurudev, “This man wants to do Siddhachakra
Pujan (One holy ritual — worship of Navpada).

Please suggest an auspicious day for it. Maharaj
Sahebs don't visit this village very often, and
Aacharya Maharaj Sahebs come even more
rarely; so we wish to get the puja done in your
holy presence.”

Gurudev was pleased to see the devotion
and thus, the date and time for the pujan was
decided and the pujan was accomplished.

Next morning, when Gurudev and his
disciples were preparing for their Vihar
(departure); some girls approached them and
took Pacchkhaan' for Athtam ?* tapa’.

Gurudev asked, “Why are you taking
vow today?” The girls said that they are doing
Chandanbala’s* Athtam.

“Oh! Chandanbalas Athtam”, Gurudev
exclaimed. It is necessary for Guru to go to
the house of the person doing this fast for
Gochari on the day of Parna®, for the vow to
be complete. So they had to stay back for 4
more days.

Since, Gurudev had no other immedidate
plans, he could extend his stay. Thus, Gurudev
was able to satisfy the devotees’ requests.

During those days, we would look at Gurudey,

and exclaim, “This indeed is infinite love I” and
look at devotees and admire their devotion.

1. It is the process of taking a vow for fasting, abstaining, etc. The one, who undertakes fasting or abstaining, takes this vow from
his Guru or an elder person. 2. Aththam: To give up food and water or only food continuously for three days. 3. Tapa can mean
fasting or deep meditation. Pasting is a very common practice in Jainism. There are various types of fasts, which encourage
Jains to do fasts, according to their self control and capacity. 4. Chandanbala is one of the Mahasatis(noble women) whose
chastity, trustworthiness, patience and endurance were tested with all kinds of hardships and difficulties. These Mahasatis are
mentioned in Jain scriptures. She was the head nun in the monastic order of Lord Mahavira. When Lord Mahavira was about
to complete his 12 years of fasting, he decided that he will take Gochari from a lady who fills 13 requirements. One of these
13 requirements, one was that the lady should not consumed food or water for 3 days. 5. Parna means breaking of the fast.
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1. Patra is a wooden vessel, in which the Jain monks, take Gochari. 2. Kamali is a woollen shawl.
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Shakespeare has written in one
of his famous plays, “What’s in a
name?” For mere mortals like us, this
is a reasonable assertion because the
name does not hold any significance.
But, for great sages, their names and
even their nicknames are of great
importance.

Gurudev was born on “Aaso
Suda Teras! in the year 1979 (V.S.)
in Zinzuwada. On that day, under
the auspices of the Aacharya Gurdev

present there for Chaturmas,

Upadhan tap? commenced.

Gurudev was named
‘Chinukumar’ as per his Zodiac sign.
But since he was born on the first day
of Upadhan, he was affectionately
nicknamed ‘Upadhaniyo.

Thus, his nickname was also
very inspiring. His nickname itself
indicated that in future the child
would become a great Aacharya and
under his presence; Upadhan and
many other such Aaradhanas would
be undertaken.

8

At the time of Diksha of Gurudeyv,
a wonderful thing happened.
Gurudev’s father Ishwarlal Bhai
(Tapasvi Muniraj Shri Vilasvijayji
Maharaj) and young Chinukumar
took their Diksha together.

At that time, Dada Gurudev was
accompanied by Pandit Varshanandji

Jha. He was an expert in astrology.
Dada Gurudev began discussing
with Panditji the name that should

be given to Balmuni.

He said that since Diksha is also
like a new birth, it is not necessary
to follow Zodiac sign at the time of
birth. The new name could be based
on the Zodiac sign at the time of
Diksha.

And thus, Dada Gurudev named
him Omkar Vijay.

%

After Gurudevs Kaldharma
(passing away), a book was being
written as a tribute to him. The artist
designing the cover page of the book
approached me and showed me its
draft. All that the draft contained
was the word 'Shraddhanjali’ with a

smiling photo of Gurudev besides it.

At the time, my friend Pandit
Shri Pradyumnaji Maharaj (now
an Aacharya) came to meet me. I
showed him the draft of the cover
page and asked him if the cover
page should contain the formally
written name : ‘A tribute to Pujya
Aacharya Bhagvant Shrimad Vijay
Omkar Surishwar Ji Maharaja’ or if it
should be kept the way the artist had
designed.

He looked at Gurudev’s photo
and said that Gurudev's face was a
personification of Omkar himself. So
there was no need for these words.




Indeed, his face was like ‘Omkar. Thus, he was Omkar personified. This
also made sense when looked at from a different perspective : it encoded the
message of going from shabda (that which is spoken) to Ashabda (that which
is understood in allegorical sence).

Ibow down in the holy feet of Gurudev who left his name behind to achieve
a nameless identity.

1. Aasa suda teras means the 13" day of the full moon cyde of the Aaso month of the Gujarati Calendar.
2. Upadhana is a type of tapa which can be performed in three parts for 47 days 35 days and 28 days
separately, During these days one must fast on one day and the second day one must do Ekasan, which is
eating one meal in one place. It is called Nivi.

PEEPING INTO THEo GHISTORYO

Once there was an ascetic named
Ramya Ghosh. He came to Gurudev
to take Sadhana Diksha. The _fi}'};[
lesson that Gurudev preached him
was — Your name is not yours.’

The ascetic sal near Gurudev
and started chnn[ﬂwg and trying to
experience the first lesson given by
Gurudev, by saying the words — “1 am
a nameless person. Bc;.-umd the words,
I am nol Ramya Ghosh.”

,-"‘ltif'cr around fmii' an hour
Gurudev summoned him. The
ascelic immedia L(‘I}" answered — “Yes,
Gurudev”.

Gurudev laughed lightly at this.
The ascetic realised that this was
Gurudev's altempt at lesling him, in
which he failed. He failed to remember
that he was not Ramya Ghosh. That
was a label given to him, a norm of

the society. He himself was nameless.



This 1s an
Chinukumar was 7
sister Vimlaben and
had gone to a lake to w
Chinukumar accompanied them.

The lake of Zinzuwada village is big,

deep and built with strong stones.

Vimlaben was engrossed in washing.

Chinukumar went to the edge
of the lake. He didn't know to swin,
vet he ventured near it. He who was
going to be the saviour of many lives
didnt know how tc > his own.
With childlike

He must have stepped down

-~

some 2-4 steps when he slipped on
the moss gathered on the steps. He

slid down and fell into the water.

N hat could he do now! He didn’t
imming, so if he didn’t come
back up quickly enough, then what
would hi e be...? The fear of death
never crossed his mind, but instead
his mind was occupied with just one
thought : ° t to take Diksha. Will
I not be able to take Diksha? Will
I not be able to walk on the path
recommended by
s in his mind,
rching for the

uddenly,

Someone asked him once, “How
is it possible to think of Diksha when
death itself is so near? This is indeed
amazing.”

Gurudev humbly replied, “This
is all due to God’s grace. Any good
thought entering our mind is due to
his divine grace only.

These holy thoughts come only due
to the Sadhana done in previous births”

The one who asked this question
was extremely pleased with this
answer. Gurudev had not taken any
credit for himself. He was entirely
devoted and thankful to God.




1 heard recently that a book on

bhakti yoga has been published in
Europe. The 250 page volume was
beautifully bound. The title of the

hook was ‘Total Swrrender’.

The interesting aspect of the book
was the concept used lfi}v' the author to
explain the meaning of "surrender”.
He had left all 250 pages of the book

totally blank.

Here the intention q_f'{he authorwas

to dcp[ct that one can surrender onfse{f‘

to [;Od, -;}I-“Lll.}-' W[’lt‘}l one i?LTDH’lL’S [‘?[i’inl{,

Le. gets rid of all the impure thoughts.

It is said that Devotion means
Division.

When you divide 16 by 4, the
quotient is 4 and remainder is zero.
Likewise Bhakta (devotee) has to
become like the remainder zero. On
one side, there is God and on the
other side, there is Guru. He becomes
sandwiched in between.

And thus, it is said that : One
who is 1'cad}f to become Vibhay
Shunya (free of all impore thoughts)
isa disctp[e, And one who makes him

Vibhaav Shunya is a Guru.
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Below is a wonderful incident
narrated to me by my scholar friend
Aacharya  Shri  Pradyumnasuri
Maharaj in his own words -

Once, I was going in the direction
of Jagvallabh Parshvanath derasar! in
Panjrapole’. Suddenly, a man with
turban approached me and said :

"Baapji* ! You are here ? Now when
will Gurudev come 2"

I gathered that the man must
have mistaken me for Yashovijayji
since our faces look similar and that
he must have been enquiring about

the arrival of Acharya Omkarsuri
Maharaj Saheb.

I told him, “Brother, I am
not Yashovijay, I am Pradyumna
Vijay. But Aacharya Maharaj and
Yashovijayji are expected to come to
Ahmedabad within a week”

As I was saying this to him, I
couldn't help but notice his face and
moist eyes. The excitement on his
face as I mentioned the name of his
Guru was quite palpable.

It was then that I remembered the

shloka (stanza) from the Shikshastak

written by Chaitanya Dev :

T TG ERAT,
ag Tgeegan kT
gerhife ag: o,
9 ATERY ARy 1

The above lines mean - ‘God,
when will that time come, when
while chanting your name, my eyes
will overflow with the tears of joy, my
voice will get choked because of the
intense happiness and every cell in
my body will experience pure bliss!

On hearing the name of Gurudev,
I saw how ecstatically emotional the
Shravaka® had become.

A few days later when I met
Yashovijayji I said to him that the
devotees from the Vaav and Deesa
regions can be recognised by their
eyes itself. This devotee that I met
had worn a turban. But, had he
not worn the turban, I would have
still recognized him as a devotee
of Omkarsuri Maharaj by merely
looking at his joy filled tearful eyes
and ecstatic face.

1. Derasar is the place of worship for Jains. 2. Panjrapole is a place in Ahmedabad. 3. Shravaka in Jainism is
a lay Jain. He is the hearer of discourses of Jain munis and scholars i.e. Jinavani. The Jain chaturvidha sangha
includes monks, nuns, lay men {shravas) and women (shravikas). * A reverential term used for someone

when spoken out of affection.
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Hanuman Ji, an ardent devotee of Shri Ram Chandra, had dedicated his
entire life to the devotion and faithful service of Lord Ram.

Once Lord Hanuman asked Lord Ram : “O Lord ! People call me your devotee.
But that does not satisfy me. Indeed, do you approve of my devotion ?”

The beautiful answer given to this by Lord Ram has been recorded by Saint
Shri Tulsidasji in his epic “Ram Charita Manas”

@ Wifh W Jold IR, g filr, < a8 ..

1t means, that the one whose every cell in the body is filled with happiness,
whose throat gets choked with emotions and eyes get filled with tears while doing
Bhakti is a true Bhakta (devotee).

Narad Rishi’s Bhakti sutra also includes a similar description for the identity
of a true Bhakta. 1t says —
T TpIiel HXeAT:, BUsTarRig =g
URERR U Ui el it =11

1. The Sanskrit and old Hindi noun bhakti is derived from the verb root bhaj, whose meanings include "to
belong to", and "to worship”. "Devotion" as an English translation for bhakti deesn't fully convey two important
aspects of bhakti—the sense of participation that is central to the relationship between the devotee and God,
and the intense feeling that is more typically associated with the word "love".
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Once a leader of Vaavpanthak,

b5

was conversing with a Jain monk.
While conversing, he mentioned the
many favours and help that Gurudev
had bestowed on him and that he
would never be able to repay the debt
of them all.

But the muni observed that
while talking, the entire body of that
Shravaka radiated happiness and and
his eyes were overflowing with tears
of joy. When the muni was narrating
this incident to me, he said that he
had never seen anyone getting so
overwhelmed with joy while talking
about Gurudew.

In a slightly difterent context, I
remember the words of the song of
Pravin Desai -

“Tari Dhara ne mein Jhili jyare
jyvare,

Mare Rome Rome ful khilya
tyare tyare.

This translates as : when the
showers of your blessings {words,
love, etc.) fall upon me, my entire
being blooms.

I would like to cite a verse from
the Upanishad - ‘T@Is8 R
Gurudev manifested in multiple
forms from a single form.

Gurudev resides in the heart
of many devotees, but for some,
Gurudev pervades their entire being.
O Gurudev ! you are right here.

A philosopher has said : ‘Gurudev’s
so called farewell is also a form of his
arrivall Gurudev exists in the form of
aura. Gurudev exists in the form of
Memories in the hearts of devotees.
Where does Gurudev not exist?

O Gurudev ! You exist here, there
and everywhere,
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We were in Palitana for Chaturmas

under the tutelage of Shrimad Vijay
Arvind Surishwarji. During that time,
a couple from Madhya Pradesh had
come to pay their obeisance to Aacharya
Bhagvant Shri Kalapuma Surishwariji
Maharaj. After seeking his blessings.
they set out to pay their obeisance to all
the other monks.

We were in Vaavpanthak. Shravika'
was the first to enter our room. After
paying her respect, she said that her
husband would be there shortly. She
further added that his devotion towards
Aacharya Kalapurna Suri M.S. was so
deep that everytime he would hear his

1. Jain lay women

name, his entire being would excited.
This piqued my interest in seeing
the shravak because although 1 had read
accounts of such devotion in scriptures,
this was an opportunity to see it in real.
After Shravak entered the room and
bowed down to us, 1 told him that they
had a memorable Chaturmas because
every morning, they would get to not
only worship Shatrunjay Taleti but also
get an Opportunity to meet Acharya
urnasuri and seek his blessings.
As | was saying this. 1 could see
joy exuding from his body upon the
mention of Acharya's neme.

3]
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THEGONTERNAL (CMOTIONAL)
PERSONALITYOQF (URUDEVO

Great and eloquent Aacharya
Shri Shilchandra Suri Maharaj had
spent a month in the company of
Gurudev. He later on penned the
character portray of Gurudev in
his powerful words. Below is the

description in his own words :

“He was fair skinned and
possessed a commanding stature.
His posture was such that the
person accompanying him would
also walk in respect and awe of
Gurudev’s self assured gait. His face
was an equal blend of serenity and
intensity; the happiness and serenity
was determinedly reflected on his
round countenance. He possessed
an unalloyed mind, a sharp wit, a
determined resolve, respect towards
others views and to keep all these
values in a balance, a relentless
assertion. And with the combination
of these virtues, the soulful eyes
gleamed radiance that gave completion
to the powerful personality that is
Omkarsuri Maharaj.

88
In the short yet very intimate
time that I spent with Gurudev, I saw

many remarkable traits in him. He
was always at work with one task or

the other, but he used to shirk away
from useless talks of all kinds. He
never used to try to daze others by
his charisma; he maintained a very
simple demeanour in spite of his
powertul personality.

He had such a blending nature -
that he would himself become a child
when in presence of children, with a
devotee he would become the loving
and doting Guru, when with big or
small but respectful personalities, he
would be gentle and respectful with
a behaviour befitting an Aacharva
Shri. And when with his equals, he
would become a strong willed person
engaging in healthy & spirited
conversations. Thus, he had a mature
nature with which he would adapt
himself according to the situations
and people.

I think that a person, who judges
with a sharp mind and keen wit all
of his actions, would only be able to
achieve the balance that Gurudev
exhibits in his life.

And the most attractive aspect of
his nature was that he would never
get influenced or swayed by the
opinions of others. Also he would
never enforce his ideas and his

opinions on others.



Though all the above mentioned
was a portrayal of his external nature,
I had a deep curiosity to explore
the internal nature of Gurudew.
Accidently, T got an opportunity to
tulfil this curiosity on the occasion
of Vaishakh Sud Beej and Treej (The
second and third days of the full
moon cycle of Vaishakh month -
gujarati Calendar).

In these 2 days I got the
opportunity to spend some informal
light, intimate and sentimental
moments with him. I became
acquainted with  his  childlike
innocence, an openness of nature
that would make anyone feel at ease
and a lack of pretentiousness. All this

made me very happy.

All powerful personalities have
an incomprehensible yet irresistible
magnetic attraction. But when
we come to know of the source of
their attraction, we find ourselves
gratified. This realisation makes our
lives complete and blessed.”

- e
L
Y
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This is an excerpt from the
life of James Whistler, a renowned
landscapist. His friend once asked
him, “Why do you always draw
landscapes and sceneries only?”

To which James answered, 1 have
never found a person grand enough,
whom 1 can paint?”

If James Whistler had met
Gurudev, he would definitely have
made his portrait.
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Jelana is a small village in the Vaav
district. People living there are largehearted.
Only one or two Jains used to stay there at the
time. But since Gurudev was a divine person,
all the Hindus also were excited about his
arrival there. The women had carried the holy
Kumbha on their heads. Devotional songs
and dhol, etc was being played in the honour
of Gurudev. This carried on till Gurudev,
reached the house of the person where he was
to stay.

In the morning discourse, Gurudev
narrated beautiful incidents from the
Ramayana and Mahabharata, but the people
were not satisfled with this half hour of
discourse. So, Gurudev continued for another
one hour or so in the afternoon, and it was
announced that there would be a discourse in
the night too. People wanted to make as much
of Gurudev’s one days time as is possible.

At night after pratikraman', when I went to
touch the feet of Gurudev and get his blessings,
[ noticed that Gurudev had fever. This was
the result of daily Vihaar®, hectic schedule
that comprised of 2-3 discourses everyday
and constant presence of visitors. I requested
Gurudev to take rest that night so that he could
get over the fatigue and be ready for vihaar

the next day. Gurudev agreed. I draped him
with blanket and other warm stuff and then
went outside where people were waiting for
the night discourse. As soon as I began with
the discourse, T heard murmurs amongst the
people. They were waiting for Gurudev to
deliver the discourse, but were disappointed
when they didn't see him. The noise of murmurs
reached Gurudev and having inferred the cause
of these murmurs, he immediately put aside the
blanket and with only one shawl draped around
him, he arrived at that place. He then told me
that he would take care of the discourse and
asked me to go to bed.

I went inside and slept, but within, I
was overwhelmed with awe: [ had read about
the boundless compassion of great sages but
today [ witnessed it myself. I wondered: What
was the driving force behind Gurudev's will
to deliver the discourse in such chilling cold,
open air and with a body suffering from fever?

It was his single-minded determination
to give something to the people. He strongly
held the belief that only if the message of God
touched the hearts of people would he be able to

repay the debt of God in some minuscule way.

Many salutations at the holy feet of
Gurudev!

L. Pratikraman (literally Sanskrit "introspection"), is a process of repentance of sins (prayaschit) during which Jains
repent for their sins during their daily life, and remind themselves to refrain from doing so again. Devout Jains often
do Pratikraman at least twice a day. 2. Vihaar in Jainism refersto the practice of travelling from one location to anather by foot

and is typically undertaken by Jain monks.
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(YARDENERo OF TH
SPIRITUALo GARDE

In the year V. 5. 2015, Pujya
Dada Gurudev and Gurudev were in
Rajkot for Chaturmas. Noted writer
Vaidya Mohanlal Dhami lived in
Rajkot. Every morning, after doing
Puja at the tmeple, he would come
to the Upashray to seek blessings
of Gurudev. Once he requested
Gurudev: "My servant will get you a
set of my books, Would vou be able
to go through them to check if they
contain any inconsistencies with
what's written in the scriptures? I
would like to be apprised of such
mistakes."

The books arrived. But before
Gurudev got a chance to look at
them, they caught my (Yashovijay's)
attention (I had been a bookworm
ever since | was a child!). The first
book that I got hold off was titled
"Siddha Vaital". So intriguing was the
plot of the book that I couldn't get my
mind off it. The story that split across
three volumes completely gripped
me. I would read until it got dark in
the evening. And my night would be
spent in curiosity, pondering over
what would happen next. In the
morning, after finishing my daily
rituals and breakfast, I would quickly
get back to my study room. Even
while having breakfast, my mind

would be occupied in the story.

At that time, I was studying
Sanskrit grammar with a Panditji.
He would come around 9 am. I was
so hooked to the story that I would
hide it behind the Sanskrit textbook
and continue reading it. As soon
as I would hear his coughing (that
indicated his arrival), I would hide it
below my desk to escape his attention
and pretend to be reading the
Sanskrit book. Panditji would think

I was studious!

Gurudevs compassion  had
nurtured this habit of reading in
me. He had complete faith that,
whatever I read, I would never go
on to the wrong path, as the roots of
my dedication towards God was very
strong. So reading would never let
me waver from the right path.

I will forever be indebted to his

kindness and faith in me.




LLL LA L AL I A LA L Ll Ll Ll Lty lly
- -

)3

L

SHEBSERAFEFEBIINIERIEAIREERIRRERNNRRERNEEN

:.::_((‘*0 O\NDGA 72 2P ) A}:F:-/
@ of]| PEEKo INC THEo PASTO  $9%22

The great social worker Deenbandhu Andrews' once went to a slum. He visited
a house there where a Jiamily lived. The husband was a wastrel who spent all his
earnings on liquor. Therewas no food for children to eat. When the wife complained
about this, the husband beat her up.

Deenbandhu was shocked to see this. He told the poor man, “Brother! At least
have faith in God! Will God pardon you for these actions?” The man replied, “1 do

)

not helieve in God.”

Deenbandhu said, “You may not have faith in God, but he has faith in you.
What will you do about that?” He was stunned and questioned: “God has faith in
me.” “Yes” was the reply and his life changed forever.

1. Charles Freer Andrews (12 February 1871 - 5 April 1940) was a Church of England priest. A Christian
missionary, educator and social reformer in India, he became a close friend of Mahatma Gandhi and identified
with the cause of India's independence. He was instrumental in convincing Gandhi to return to India from South
Africa, where Gandhi had been a leading light in the Indian civil rights struggle. For his contributions to the
Indian Independence Movement Gandhi, his students at St. Stephen's College, Delhi, named him Deenabandhu,

or "Friend of the Poor".
P70
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I was 30 years old. I had widely read
literature from East and West. The result of
this was that the filth of ego crept in - I had
become proud of my refined literary skills, I
had become proud of my vast repertoire of

scriptural knowledge.

This did not escape the ever-
compassionate Gurudev's attention. Once
an innocent reader of "Siddha Vaital” and
now tainted with the dirt of ego, Gurudev
was moved upon seeing this condition of
mine and he quickly acted to correct the
situation. Indeed, cleansing the disciple's
consciousness of the accumulated filth
is Sadguru's mojo. This act of Sadguru is
aptly described in the following verse by
Anandghanji Maharaj.

T A AN 96g Y A,
del B qfer smfer .

In compassionate voice Gurudev
called me. He asked me, “You have read so

much; so have you read the books written

by Haribhadra Maharaj. I replied, “No,
Gurudev, I haven't read them.” So Guruji
asked me to read all the books written by
Haribhadra Maharaj. I asked him: "which
book should I start reading." With the
intention of destroying my ego he told me
to start reading Yoga Bindu.

1 started reading the book, at the
end of the book the following lines were
written - ‘Vidusham Shastrasansaarah,
Sadyagarhitatmanaam.  These  words
imply that without the yogic vision all the
scriptures are only a collection of pages
even for the erudite.

I was shaken upon reading this. This is
whatI had done; I had merely collected and
devoured the books. The scriptures whose
purpose was to give me salvation, I used
them only to inflate my ego.

I was again filled with wonder towards
my compassionate Gurudev.

70
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He became spiritually inclined

Sadhana. At that time, Naropa was a highly
renowned Guru in Tibet. \-‘[u'arcpa came to
Naropa and reques ted: lunfﬂ\r initiate me
into Sadhana'.

Naropa was a master ¢ -1|' féwc—rmc-'ﬁ*o
He could sense that \ll[wpv wasn'l yel
reacly for intiiation into Sadhana because
of his inflated ego. He said: "We need stones
to build a hut inside the Ashram. Please
gel some slones uj'r'om the surrou.‘-ﬂ[ng
mountains.” Milarepa agreed and went to
the mountains to Jut ther stones. hﬁf evening,

he was back wuh a cart full of stones and

he then pr‘occcded to meet Naropa. Naropa
said: "Let us meet tomorrow mormning. In
the morning, Naropa again asked him to
gel stones saying more were needed. This
trend continued for a week. On the seventh
day evening as ‘.[uartr a was grinding

| |
the rocks into stones gan lo ponder:

he |
"What exact h' is ( ;Lfmri umu ’ What is
|

his motive?" And suddenly it L[m med o

him [hu[ IJ}-' asf:[ng aim fo gather stones,
Gurudev's intention was to not make him
gmu'[ the rocks into stones, but rather
grind his own ego. With this illumination,
his ego dissipated. He came to Naropa.
Naropa noticed his ego-less conutenance

and immediatly initiated him into Sadhana.

1. Jetsun Milarepa is generally considered one of Tibet's most famous yogis and poets.
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In the year 2023 (V.S.) Pujya Dada
Gurudev Shri and Gurudev Shri were in
the Vaav village for Chaturmas. After the
Chaturmas, Gurudev travelled in the Vaav
region. He was delighted to see the devotion
of the people there. Just as a skilled jeweler
can ascertain the authenticity of a diamond
by a mere gaze at it, so was Gurudev able
to see the guilelessness and warmth in the
people there and assess that a few spiritual
discourses could easilty inspire them and
yield beautitul results.

He remembered the well-known
principle of economics: "Minimum effort,
maximum result".

And thus, like Deesa and other
regions, he gave this region too, a special
place in his heart. Truly, the people of
this region are fortunate and blessed. Tt
is said in the scriptures that blessed are
those that have Gurus in their heart, but
what could be said about the fortune and
the blessedness of the people who hold a
special place in Gurudev's heart. Their
blessedness is indeed non-describable.

The entire region had become
beautiful with to the numerous temples
{(Derasars), Upashrayas and Paathshalas’.
Wherever there were no temples, new
temples were built, where temples
needed renovation, renovation work was
undertaken.

Thus, in Gurudevs words, Vaav
Panthak (district) transformed into Bhaav
panthak (region full of emotion and
feelings). The incident below describes the

simplicity and the devotion of the people

of that region -

We were in Vihaar and were to pass
through a small village near Chothar
Nesda. We were to stop there for an hour
and then continue further. There were
only about 2-3 Jain households in that
village. Despite this, the entire village had
assembled to receive us with a cermonial
procession. Hindu women were carrying
Kumbhas (auspicious pitchers) on their
heads.

The procession stopped near a place
where Gurudev was to give a discourse.
Addressing the Hindu majority in the
assembly, Gurudev asked: "What is the
identity of Hindu? The house where
parents are respected and treated like God
and the house where cows are worshipped
is the house of a Hindu'".

After the discourse, we had our
breakfast and then continued with our

journey.

Later, during Chaturmas, a person
from that village came to meet us. He told
us that Gurudev's discourse had such deep
impact on the people that almost 30-40
households now had cows. Owing to the
daily culture, people already had buffaloes
earlier, but the indifference towards cows
had now been remaoved.

How wonderful this Bhaav Pradesh is!

1. Pathshalas mean school, but in this context they refer
to the schools where the religious scriptures are taught.
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Gurudev arrived in a village near Sirohi
(Rajasthan). n afternoon, a Sravaka came to
meet Gurudev. He had wom unclean clothes
and had an unshaven beard.

Hesa‘dtﬂcwudev,“]lmam uﬂsf.”
apoor Sadhmik'. Gmdev pom deep
empaﬂ'lyﬁ)r such peﬁ‘ple and was a}wgys
keen to help them.

But, looking at this man, Gurudev
And| when we heard his request, we were
all astonished. He said: "Gurudev! 1 have

ized a Sangha Yatra to SammetShikhar
and therewill be a special train for the same.
Before the Sangha departs, 1 would like to

perform Ashtanika Mahotsay* and Shanti
Snatra, Can you kindly suggest a mubuota
(auspicious day and time)?"

Wewere astounded with the benevolence
of this person. The entire endeavor would
have cost him about one crore rupees and
and giving o hint of his multi millionaire
status. How down-to-earth he was! Perhaps,
it must have been firmiy etched in his mind
that whatever he had earned was due to the
grace of god and that it must be spent in

He embodied the principle of "Simple
living and High thinking".

1. A fellow follower of Jainism. 2. It is a ceremony which consists of 8 holy rituals. 3. Snatra is a ritnal related to the Janma Kalyanak.
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Gurudev always had a soft spot for Deesa Pradesh and its inhabitants. He
would go there often.

Dada Gurudev and Gurudev always showered blessings on the Junadeesa
region and Gurudev had spent more than 14 Chaturmas in that region.

I remember Aacharya Hemchandra Suri M.S. also used to come here.
Aacharya Hirvijay Suri M.S. also stayed here for a long time. In his biographical
book “Hirsaubhagya’, he described a special type of Sadhana (spiritual practice
or penance) he had conducted over there.

When he was in Junadeesa, he pondered on whom he should nominate to
be his successor. To solve this problem he thought, he should invoke (call
respectfully) the Shashan Devi (demi goddess who are the protector and
propagator of Jain dharma). Aacharya Ji invoked her and asked her, as to whom
he should make his successor.

With her divine powers and gyan, the devi said, that Aacharya Sensuri would
be ideal as his successor. Aacharya Ji was satisfied.

1Pura
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Once, a merchant of Zinzuwada
(birthplace of Gurudev) went to the
shop of a merchant from the village
Vaav. The merchant from Zinzuwada
did not know that the other merchant

was from Vaav.

After seeing the photo of
Gurudev in the shop, the man from
Zinzuwada said, “He is our Gurudev.”
To which the man from the Vaav
replied, “He is our saviour. In our

region, people were not so religious,
but after the arrival of Gurudev our
entire region has become religious.
He sowed the seeds of dharma in
us and later watered and nurtured

it with his spiritual discourses.” His

wet eyes said that whatever they were

was due to the blessings of Gurudev.

He has conveyed us from the bottom

to the top.

On hearing this merchant from

Zinzuwada felt very proud: Gurudev

was born in our village; this diamond

from our village has turned out to be

lustrous, priceless and precious.

I remember a rule that Gurudev

lived by. Even after presiding over so

many pratistha ceremonies he never

got his name engraved on the stone.
If we would tell this to the leaders of
the Sangha they would get angry. To
this Gurudev replied, “We work as
per God’s Aagna. Getting your name

1e)

inscribed on the stone is a useless
(worldly) desire. Also it has been said
by God and it has been inscribed in
red letters in the Aacharanga Sutra -

‘No Logassasenam chare’. [t means
never give in to worldly desires.

Be free from desires.

Thus, Gurudev’s name wasn't
ever inscribed on the stone because
he didn’t like it, but his name is
engraved on the hearts of so many
people that he has been able to reach
to. They say that Gurudev has done a
lot for them.

Thus, even if not inscribed on
stone, his name is immortal in the

hearts of people.




fEH
e
G2
‘u‘;‘--

Ein:Lms'-' da is the Em-[!-y-
Gurudev. 1t is also the birthplace
m[m and learned saint

crib

nd of Zinzu

-t
\1..'&_

i ) ) P
T 5

FAIN

o

ancient vill
I‘I L"f 1\1.3[

g

SV
N2 D

{

[ that l|.

{
£ e
’ 3
4

have been

la).

A
e |
;,t\{\:,}_‘g_.

-

)
-

§
A

{ nu mfwr:r

An Ld

b,

— A R

AU

ey,
= A (r"h-
-

—l ' N

y, a Panjrapc

——

ous nstitutions.

SN

S\UE

'
L

-




79

Kanku Maa was the mother of
Pujya Gurudev Shri (indeed her soul
was blessed). She was deeply devoted to
God. She used to pray every day that of
her five sons, let at least one walk on the
path instructed by God and serve the Jain
Shashan (Jainism/Jain Dharma).

Prayers to God are always answered
and so it happened in her case. The events
that led up to it were as described below.

The company of Dada Gurudev had
a profound impact on Gurudev's father
Shri Ishwarlal and he became completely
detached from the material world. One
day, he called his five sons and said: “I
want to take diksha (renunciation). T am
requesting you all to whole heartedly
grant me your leave. And my second
wish is that one of you should walk on the
path instructed by God with me.”

Young Chinukumar  (Gurudevs
worldy name) was a detached individual
right from his birth and hence he too
agreed to taking diksha. In the V.S. year
1990, both Chinukumar and his father took
diksha in the presence of Dada Gurudev.

Ishawarlalji was given the name Vilas
Vijayji M.S. and young Chinukumar was
given the name of Pujya Omkarvijayji
M.S. And hence Vilas Vijayji became
the Guru of Gurudev and Bhadra Suri
M.S. became his Dada Gurudev.

Pujya Vilas Vijayji M.S. shunned
all kinds of laxities and practiced severe
austerities that included fasting. His final
fast lasted for 70 days.

Sadhana' personified Dada Gurudew.
Austerity personified Gurudev.
Seva® personified Disciple.
How peerless this confluence was!

1. Sadhana is an ego-transcending spiritual practice 2. Seva is a Sanskrit word that means more than just
service or to serve. It means to serve without the existence of one's own identity - to serve selflessly.



Onee, an eight year old lm}f came

to Gurudev and requested to be given
diksha, Gurudev was Master a[j ace

reading and hence he immediately
rccogmscd the detached soul that the
fm}r possessed and his po[en[iu[. He
realised that this boy was someone
who could be given diksha righl away.

Many other people were seated
there and [hey were astonished to see
that such a young boy was willing to
take diksha.

To convince these people Gurudev
asked the young ﬂm}{. “Son! What
is the reason that you want (o take
diksha.” The boy replied, “Yesterday,
1 was seated near mother while she

was cooking. 1 saw the wood burning

in the kitchen stove. 1 saw that the
big picces of wood burned slowly and
turned to ashes, but the smaller pieces
q L{i(‘k[:y‘ burned and tumed into ash. 1

was shocked to see this.

1 am also like the small piece of

wood in this world. 1 don’t knowwhen

1 will also be consumed in t[*te_firc qf'

this worldly desire. To save myself

from such a fate, 1 have come to you.

Please give me diksha.”

There was a flame of detachment
that burned in the young boy’s soul.
Initially it was slightly covered with
ashes. But this incident blew away
the accumulated ash and allowed the

flame of detachment to burn bright.
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CHATURMAS - Ao FESTIVALO OF  MONTHS 5>

Acharya Shree Hemratnasuriji
had once asked Gurudev: “Why
do vou spend most of your time
travelling in the villages of North
Gujarat and Rajasthan? People living
in the cities too should benefit from
your immense knowledge!”

Gurudev smilingly said: “The
people living in cities are fortunate
as it is, because a lot of monks travel
and stay there, so they get their
benefit anyway. As for me, I see two
benefits of staying and travelling in
the village regions which is why I
prefer spending my time there.”

Acharya Hemratnasuriji further
asked: “What is the first benefit? If
we know of the benefits, we too can
come to the villages.”

Gurudev replied: “The first
benefit is that the villages provide
a very conducive atmosphere for
carrying out spiritual practices. The
villages are small, but the temples
are grand and majestic and the
Upashrayas are huge as well. Also,
the hearts of the people residing there
are pure and magnanimous. Also the
cultural sanctity is still maintained
in the village and this makes the
experience of Sadhana even more
jovous. We get a positive aura from
such atmosphere. Also, the air there
is unpolluted which is beneficial for
health”

HemratnaSuri  Maharaj was
convinced with this answer. He then
asked, “What is the second benefit?”

Gurudev replied, “The second
benefit is the satistaction of having

imparted  something  beneficial
to the villagers. Even if we go to
a village for a day and give a half
an hour discourse, all the villagers
irrespective of their caste and religion
come to attend the discourse and
after listening to it, they vow to leave
tobacco, cigarettes etc. These people
are easily influenced.

There are many a villages in the
Vaav region that, in between the
duration of my visiting one year and
then my going to visit again in the
next vear, do not get the benefit of
any other Mahatma visiting them.”

Gurudev concluded with a smile,
“The people over there are starved to
do the darshan of a Sadhu and when
they get the opportunity to meet
one, are overwhelmed. And when
the seeds of piety and positivity are
sown into their tender hearts, they
are bound to sprout and grow into
beautiful trees.”

Hemratna Suri agreed with
Gurudev’s philosophy. But Gurudev
further continued, “It is imperative
for charismatic  speakers and
influential Gurus like you to stay
in cities, so that the youth can be
directed towards our culture and
values”

Hemratna Suri was pleasantly
impressed by Gurudev’s impartial
and deep thought process. He said
to Gurudev: “Though vou live in
villages your thoughts are deep and
wonderful”
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Jasvantpura, Rohida, Padiv, Kalandri,
Vankadiya  Vads Sanchor,  Sivohi,

Kalapwra, Dhaniyawada, Panthawad

Aarkhi, Bhadhat, Aalwada, Palarpur, Patan,
f

Rachanpur are the regions of North Gujarat
and R.]_,‘;::n'[!um where Gurude \fr"-:;plf:-]tf}-—
visitied and even did Chatwmas.

| remember an incident Q_l" Chaturmas
from one -.':f' these regions. Since the day we
arrived for Chaturmas, the derasar and
url;lshr.]}-' were decorated ‘.-.i'.'llﬂ._j"us‘_'nn;-ls. etc.
Mandaps' were erected.

These mandaps were undamaged even
during the rainy m. A devotee from a
city had come to seek blessings l]fli;tu.ntﬂcl.
Upon abserving the decorations, he inquired

i -~ ] s g5 sjs .
Wi Lurucey _I_I' some festvities were gomg

on. Before Gurudev could reply, a resident of

that 1=i![;::lqc interjected and said: “For us, the
entire Chaturmas has become a celebration.
It is after many years i},‘l‘cnliiliunlls '[-'.!Lxu[inlq
that Gurudev has ‘,'ii:-mH‘_\-' come here for
Chaturmas.”

The 1-!;*1'v.icuu.|':'m11 city was quite .\'1[I'|7]’-:n'u.'i|
to hear this. The villager continued: “Last

L
winter, [[1n'llcl'L"."h.11':'.-'.::. l}-' uccc}ﬂ.ta[ our request
for Chaturmas. People were so enthused
about this that even the people living in cities
were keen to come to the '.'[||;:.ch. open their
sed houses and stay '.I".-:l'L“I"c'-r the f-:r.lqih ql"
Chatrumas so that l'I':-J}- could gul the !"--:;-v.:h'r
-._'.-,i"(iL-.;'LLL[-_“."s presence. Hence the houses that
wer l-nsuu'\,"[n- vears and needed r epairs were
repaired. Plumbers, electricians, ma
painters etc. were summoned from cities etc.

to get the work completed.

The houses were decorated
they were being prepared for a marriage
celebration. People who were staying in cities
like Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, efc. left
their work behind and arived here and got
immersed in the colours [].""Ll-;".'-:'-tf[m."

The dev -'.1l'uu\,|'5'm11 the city later noticed
that there was so much excitement amongst
the people for Gurudev's gochari that it
almost seemed like there was a competition
going on. The discourses and Pratikraman®
too were le!!j.-' attended. He mused: “Gurudev
Shree does Chaturmas in villages, but he
|3u|1g,"i '.'.n",';"m'n. it in ccl_un! measure |9j,-' the way
of being able to influence the lives t]_l" these
villagers. They really gain a lot from him.”

For the |1'c-:l'r-‘-[c in these regions,
Chaturmas begins as soon as their request for

s I i . [
Chaturmas is form by Gurudev

- in the form of fervor and in the form of
enthusiasm in anticipation of Gurudev's
arrival. And it never ends - it stays forever, in

their hearts, in the form of fond memories.

1. Mandaps are temporary tent like structures made
of wood, cloth, etc. that are used for the purpose of
ceremonies and weddings in India. 2. Pratikraman
(literally means "introspection” in Sanskrit), is a
process during which Jains repent for their sins
during their daily life.
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OTHEq BLESSINGS OF BURDEVO
&BODDESS)ARASWAT |,

It must have been some one and
a half year since Gurudev took diksha,
when his elder brother Kanti bhai came
to meet him. For 1-2 days, he observed
Gurudev’s daily routine. He noticed that
Gurudev had study sessions with Panditji
daily for about an hour and a half. And
the rest of the time would be spent in
the company of young kids who used to
surround this “Bal Muni” (child monk).

Slightly concerned by this, one day
he asked Panditjii : “My brother takes
lessons from you daily. But, I have never
seen him open the book outside of the
study sessions. Do you ask him lessons
the next day to ascertain whether he has
memorized and grasped them correctly?”

Panditji replied: “Your brother has
blessings of Gurudev and Maa Saraswati.
His retention abilities are so powerful
that he doesn't need to reopen the book
- whatever he reads during the study

sessions virtually gets imprinted in his
memory. Irrespective of whether I was
to ask him to recite chapters from the

previous day or from a few days earlier,
he is able to recall and recite them
flawlessly. His retention abilities as well
as his logical prowess have been noticed
by a lot of people including some of the
highly acclaimed scholars and sages. In V.
S. 2014 at the time of Muni Sammelan'
in Ahmedabad, Gurudev would go to
Vidyashala daily for paying obeisance to
Baapji* Maharaj. At that time, amongst
the assembled monks, the revered
Acharya Shree Lakshmansuri Maharaj
was also present there”

Once, when Gurudev went to pay
his respects to Lakshmansuri Maharaj,
he asked: “How deeply have you studied
the Tithi' discussion? Gurudev replied:
“Let's see. Let me play the role of P.
Sagarji Maharaj while you impersonate
P. Acharya Ramchandrasuri Maharaj
and let's debate. Lakshmansuri Maharaj
agreed. The debate ensued. There were
arguments and counter-arguments from
both sides. After a while, Lakshmansuri
Maharaj remarked : “You made some
incredible arguments.”

Gurudev then said : "Now, let's
reverse our roles - you play P Sagarji
Maharaj while T will impesonate P
Acharya Ramchandrasuri Maharaj. The
debate ensued once again. Lakshmansuri
Maharaj was left spell bound. He was
really enthralled by Gurudev's arguments.

1. A gathering of monks for some purpose. 2. Baapiji
Maharaj was a highly revered Acharya whose real
name was Pujya Siddhsurishwarji Maharaj but
was affectionately called "Baapii” by his followers.
3. Tithi literally means a date as per the Jain or
Hindu calender.
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There was a seven year old boy named
Jaswant. In the village where Jaswant lived,
there was a Chaturmas of a Sadhivji Maharaj.
Every morning, she used to recite Bhaktamar!
for the villagers. Jaswant used to go every day
with his mother to listen to Bhaktamar. His
mother had taken a vow to have breakfast
only after listening to Bhaktamar.

One night it rained heavily. It continued
raining the entire next day; the rain did not
halt, Jaswant’s mother did Upvas® on that day.
She could not go to the Upashray that day due
to the rain water that had accumulated. Next
day also it kept on raining and hence she did
Upvas on the next day too. On the third day,
Jaswant asked his mother, “Why don’t you eat?”
Mother told him about her vow. To this, Jaswant
said, “Mother! I have memorized Bhaktamar,
let me recite it for you?”

Mother was surprised to hear this
and asked him, “How come you know
Bhaktamar?” Jaswant replied, “Oh, I hear it

1. Bhaktamara Stotra is one of the famous Jain sanskrit prayers. It is said to be

daily, so it has gotten memorized.” His mother
asked him to recite and Jaswant immediately
started reciting the verses correctly. Mother
herself did not know the shlokas, but felt that
what her son was reciting must be indeed the
correct shlokas.

After hearing the Bhaktamar, mother
broke her fast. On the next day, when it
stopped raining, Jaswant and his mother went
to Upashray. Mother asked Sadhviji M.S. to
hear Jaswant's Bhaktamar recitation and tell
whether it was correct. Sadhviji said : “How
come this young child will know Bhaktamar
when he is still learning the Vandittu sutra”. But
she still asked Jaswant to recite Bhaktamar. On
hearing his faultless recitation, Sadhviji said to
his mother, “Your son possesses a wonderful
memorizing power, let him follow the Gods
path and he will do wonders”

This young Jaswant later on became
Mahamahopadhyay Yashovijayji Maharaj.
composed by Manatunga. The name Bhaktamara

cames from a combination of two sanskrit names, "Bhakta” (Devotee) and "Amar” {Immortal). The prayer praises Rishabha, the
first Tirthankara of Jainism. There is some variation in the number of verses of the available manuscripts; some have 48 verses,
while others have 44 verses. A few have 52 verses. According to legends, the Jain monk Manatunga was chained and imprisoned
by the local King Bhoja. Manatunga composed his stotra (hymn) in the prison. With the completion of each verse, a chain
broke, or a door opened. Manatunga was free when all the verses were finished. (2) Fast : To give up only food for the whole day.
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Pujya Gurudev was bestowed with the name
“Sangh Aekta Shilpi® means the “Sculptor of Sangh’s
unity’, during the last year of His benevolent life. This
achievement, indeed, had come very naturally to a
Superhuman like Gurudev.

The feelings of “Shri Sangh Aekta® were
overflowing from His heart many-a-times for several
years. Whenever, He used to be in Vihaar with other
Wise Acharya Bhagwant, He used to always say that we
all must unite to make Jain Religion strong and for better
progress of the Religion. He said that once we all unite,
we all can give a better and practical understanding
of Samta (mind equilibrium) and Samadhi (ultimate
peace of mind). As these feelings in him become
stronger, His inner conscience also became stronger.
And he was able to give an existence to His feelings
in real world, in the last year of his life, V. S. 2044.

In V. 8. 2044, by paying His gratitude to the
request and feelings of Vartmaan Taponidhi Pujya

- Acharya Bhagyesh Vijay Suri M.S.

Acharya Shri BhadrankarSuri Maharaj, Pujya
Gurudev and many other Acharya Bhagwant or
their disciples as representative of Tapagachh (a sect
within Shwetambar Panth), attended “Conference of
Jain Acharya® at Amdavad. Various points, questions
were discussed on the basis of Shastra (religious
scriptures) in this conference and many decisions
were also taken. In this conference, what played an
important role were the Sharp Mind and Foresight
of Pujya Gurudev Shri OmkarSuri Maharaj, as His
extraordinary role, he gave unfailing answers which
satisfied all the Acharya Bhagwant. Tt was this time,
when all noticed the great Art of Pujya GurudevShri
to convince all in their words.

With the pouring qualities of being
straightforward, brave, stable and impartial; He was
able to win the hearts of all the Acharya Bhagwant
and the other Sadhu. In a very short time span of
the conference, He ensured to create an atmosphere



for unity. He won the trust of all and so took the
conference to the level of success.

“The success of the complete conference was

indebted to Pujya GurudevShri”; this was quoted

by many Acharaya Bhagwant and other Sadhu
during his sudden death.

PROFOUND REVERENCE
WHILE PAYING HOMAGE

+

Pujyapad Tapasvi Samrat, admirer of Shri
Sangh Samadhi, Acharya Shri HimanshuSuri
Maharaj, gave his tribute by saying that the
results which I have not been able to get
even after around 1800 Aayambil, He, Pujya
OmkarSuri Maharaj got merely in 18 days.
Pujya Aagam Diwakar Vishwa Vishrut
Shri JambuVTjayji Maharaj had written in
his tribute that in Pujya GurudevShri has
played a very vital contribution in obtaining
the solutions for solving various questions
and problems of Jain Religion. He had
accomplished one of the most necessary work
of solving many problems at that time.

During the conference, a thinker and a
writer, Pujya Acharya Shri SheelChandraSuri
Maharajs outgiving for Pujya GurudevShri
“During, the delicate time of Shri Sangh unity
and equality, it is obvious for many to lose their
patience and in such situations obstinacy can
happen without much efforts. However, Pujya
OmkarSuri Maharaj had been neutral to take
all the opinions and compile them soulfully
without getting driven by any feelings about
His prestige. And He as so able to take this
conference to a higher level of success.

Pujyapad Rashtriya Sant (national saint),
Acharya Shri PadmaSagarSuri Maharaj,

commented that from Wisdom to Peculiar
and from Politeness to Smartness, PujyaShri’s
great efforts of Shri Sangh unity completed
and so the final objective of His life was
accomplished

Pujyapad Vardhman Taponidhi, Acharya
Shri BhuvanBhanuSuri Maharaj graced his
tribute that amongst all the same feelings that
all of the Sadhu possessed, but the feelings of
Pujya OmkarSuri Maharaj used it with great
guts and gave a historical example of friendly
feelings with all and hence he became the
driving force for prosperity of Shri Jain Sangh.

Pujyapad AdhyatamYogi (Spiritual Yogi),
Acharya Shri KalapurnaSuri Maharaj, valued
his tribute by saying “I wanted to ask him that
during this unity conference, the way he worked
50 friendly with all and with all peace in mind.
I observed this as the most eye-catchy thing
and from where he learned this, I was curious
to know and before I asked, he passed away”

Pujya Acharya Shri HemchandraSuri Maharaj
(at that time, he was a Gani) said that when
Shri Sangh was in the dark jungle of mysteries
and puzzles, Pujya GurudevShri came as a
guide, guided all of us and became invisible.
Pujya Acharya Shri ChandrajitSuri Maharaj
(at that time Muni), disciple of Pujya Panyas
Shri ChandraShekhar Vijayji Maharaj,
told “This impossible task of Shri Sangh
Unity, was only possibly achieved by Pujya
GurudevShri by his Guru's grace. He was
popular during his lifetime however, he is
still being remembered after his death for
this noble work. He has made the path clear

for Shri Sangh.
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In V. S. 2044, on Vaishakh Sud 1, the time for the
concluding meeting of the fruitful conference held,
was at 08:30 AM. Pujya GurudevShri slept after having
breakfast at 07:30 AM. At that time, he called Pujva
Panvas Shri YashoVijay Maharaj and told him to go
to the meeting held at Pankaj Society (Amdavad) and
inform others that I won't be able to come to conduct
the meeting as I am having severe headache, am not
able to say a single word At that time, PanjyasShri
replied that Gurudev, without you this meeting is
impossible. Without you, nobody can give a clear
understanding on the resolution draft. Please do
something and come!!!

Nobody knows what had happened suddenly and
GurudevShri woke up immediately said "Come, let us
go” Bath the Guru and the Shishya left for meeting
at Pankaj Society. And he started the great meeting
with his guidance and wisdom. This was indeed the
last but a historical sermon by PujyaShri. There were
comments from very intellectual section of Shravaka
that had been present at that meeting that, we have
rejoiced this great moment of life when we heard about
the most important resolutions in a very clear way
and without any ambiguity from Pujya GurudevShri.
Today is the day when we all came to know that about
the actual power of this Superhuman. Today only we
felt that even after spending 4 months each vear in
small villages, this Superhuman is so much powerful
and filled with enormous meritocracy. He gave sermon
even while suffering from illness shows his dedication
to Jin Shashan and the clear vision of Shri Sangh Unity.

SUPREME FEELINGS FOR UNITY

In V. §. 2044, on Vaishakh Sud 1, when Pujya
GurudevShri went to conduct this final concluding
meeting on the conference at Pankaj Society, the scene
was somewhat like this: -

PujvaPad Tapasvi Samrat, Acharya Shri
HimanshuSuri Maharaj did around 1800 Aayambil
only for the purpose of Shri Sangh Unity. All Acharva
Bhagwant, Sadhu Bhagwant and complete Shri Sangh,
had a wish that Pujya Tapasvi Acharya must break
his long and continuous Tapascharya by doing Parna,
because his long-lived dream of Shri Sangh unity had

-
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oot fulfilled. And soall had come there. However, Pujva
Tapasvi Acharya did not agree saying that the dream
he saw is not fulfilled vet. The dream is somewhat
pending, once that is fulfilled, T will definitely do Parna
{break the Tapascharya). So, I desire to continue doing
Aavambil and with God’s grace and the strength of
Tapascharya, all work will be done and even faster.
Everyone present over there insisted but Pujya Tapasvi
Acharya rejected to do Parna.

At that very point in time, Pujva GurudevShri
reached there. He understood the situation and came
to know that Pujva Tapasvi Acharya said “No” to do
Parna. He went to Pujya Tapasvi Acharya and asked
him about his wellness and about his Parna. Pujva
Tapasvi Acharva said "As little bit of work is still
pending, I won't be doing Parna”

Pujya GurudevShri replied "You are very
correct. Buf, trust me, I will give full dedicated
efforts to complete this work and fulfill your dream.
Shashan Prabhavak Gachhadhipati Pujya Acharya
Shri RamchandraSuri Maharaj is now at Mumbai.
Will meet and discuss with him and try to complete
this work aptly. You hold your trust in me and do the
Parna” To this, Pujya Tapasvi Acharya quickly replied
“In the manner, in which vou have done this work in
last 18 days, I trust you and you can finish this work
You are indeed graced with the divine blessings of your
Pujya GurudevShri Acharya BhadraSuri Maharaj and
also Pujya Dada GurudevShri SiddhiSuri Maharaj.
And so you possess this extraordinary power of doing
this work. I trust vou and so I have decided to do Parna
and you also do this work as soon as possible” And
then on Vaishakh Sud, Pujya Tapasvi Acharya Shri
HimanshuSuri Maharaj did his Parna after around
1800 continuous Aayambil

Such was the supreme vision of Shri Sangh
unity that Pujya GurudevShri OmkarSuri Maharaj
possessed.

His soul was dense with the feelings of let there be
Friendship amongst all...

Innumerous bows into the Lotus Feet of the
Seculptor of Shri Sangh Unity Pujya SadGurudevShri
Acharya OmkarSuri Maharaj...
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The eyes of Sadguru radiate God in his full
splendor. Undoubtedly; being able to behold
God directly is an engaging and delightful
experience in itself. But, to be able to behold
Him in His unbridled reflection gleaming
resplendently in the eyes of Sadguru is an
opportunity of a lifetime.

Those endering,
soulful eyes of a Sadguru...!
Rahim says :

Pritam Chhabi Nainan Basi,
Par-chhabi kaha samaay...
Bhari Saray Rahim Lakhji,
Pathik Aap Phir Jaay...

When the portrait of beloved dwells in one's
eyes, where is the scope for any other portrait?
When a tourist visits a tavern and finds no
vacancy, he has no choice but to go back.

(i.e. When our heart is filled by love for the
Lord, there is no space for ego or anything
worldly - our materialistic desires and ego

have no space to enter and have to return).

.




He was fair skinned and
possessed a  commanding
stature. His posture was such
that the person accompanying
him would also walk in respect
and awe of Gurudev’s self assured
gait. His face was an equal
blend of serenity and intensity;
the happiness and serenity
was determinedly reflected on
his round countenance. He
possessed an unalloyed mind, a
sharp wit, a determined resolve,
respect towards others views
and to keep all these values in
a balance, a relentless assertion.
And with the combination of these
virtues, the soulful eyes gleamed
radiance that gave completion
to the powerful personality
that is Omkarsuri  Maharaj.

Here we present some events
from the life of Pujvapadshri...
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